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FADE | N:

OVER BLACK, we hear a YOUNG MAN S VO CE. There's sonet hing
a_tln% bit off about it. He has a slightly odd cadence,
i ke he doesn't know the natural places to pause.

YOUNG MAN (V. Q)
['ma weirdo. That's what everyone
says. \Wat's hardest about being
me? | guess the |oneliness.

ON SAM WATTS (18), awkward in his own skin. He sits in a
chair with el ectrodes attached to his head, speaking to
SOVEONE OFF CAMERA.

SAM
Sonetimes | don't know what ot her
peopl e mean when they say things and
that makes nme feel alone, even when
people are in the room

CLOSE ON SAM S HANDS. He's noving a small pencil quickly
and rhythm cally agai nst a rubber band.

SAM ( CONT' D)
And all | can do is sit and tw ddl e,
which is what | call nmy sensory
stimul ati on, when I shake a penci
and rubber band at a certain frequency
and | think about the things |I could

never do, like research Penguins in
Antarctica or have a girlfriend. |
don't know. 1'd like to go to
Antarctica. |It's quiet there. Except

in the rookeries where the penguins
breed. Those aren't quiet, no, sir!

A beat. Sams finished with his answer.
o SAM (CONT' D)
I"mfinished with my answer.
INT. JULIA'S CFFICE -- LATER
Samsits ﬁatiently as JULI A MENTON (m d-20s), a researcher,

renoves the electrodes fromhis head. Julia is all heart
and lovely in a stressed, overworked way.

JULI A _

Al nost done. Thanks again, Sam
SAM

| can see your bra. It's blue.

Julia straightens up quickly.

JULI A
Oh geez, ny bad.



She turns and gets sone cash out of an envel ope.

_ JULI A (CONT' D)
Fifty dollars, there you go.

Sam straightens the bills, places themneatly in his wallet.

JULI A (CONT' D)
There was one nore thing | wanted to
di scuss. And | don't need your answer
now, but |I'masking all ny clients
if they'd be willing to donate their
brains for research

SAM
Donate my brain?!

JULI A
After you die.

_ SAM
(relieved)

JULI A
It's just... there's such a shortage
of brain matter available and there's
no substitute for the real thing.
Just think about it.

SAM
Ckay.

JULI A _ .
And heK, San? What you said earlier
about having a girlfriend... People
on the spectrumdate, you know. You
could try to find soneone. |If you
want ed to.

SAM
How?

JULI A

| don't know... you just have to put
yoursel f out there.

Sam consi ders this.

INT. BUS -- LATER

Samis on the bus. He sits very straight, bracing hinself
agai nst the bunps.

SAM (V.Q)
Busses are okay but | don't like the
feeling of the seat on ny back so
try to sit like this



Sams back is arched as far fromthe seat as he can get. It
| ooks painful.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
| don't know how people stand it.

W see the ot her PASSENGERS | eani ng back agai nst their seats.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
Maybe they've devel oped thicker back
skin fromriding the bus so nmuch.
There's a type of Antarctic cod that
has a special protein in its blood
that stops it fromfreezing.
Antifreeze in fish

He | aughs al oud at the thought. A WOVAN shoots him a | ook
SAM
(explaining&_ .
I gas just thinking about Antarctic
cod.

The woman turns away. Samstarts to do his pencil/rubber
band t hi ng.

CUT TO
AN | MAGE COF AN | CEBERG. RUGGED, BLUI SH, BEAUTI FUL
SAM (V.Q)
Antarctica is the col dest, driest,
nost renote continent on the planet.

W DEN TO REVEAL:

INT. SAM S ROOM -- EVEN NG

The image is a poster in Samis bedroom an inpeccably neat
SHRI NE TO ANTARCTI CA. Franed prints of ice caves, penguins,
maps, etc. There is evidence of a few other obsessive
interests: franed baseball cards, a scale nodel of M. Fuji,
etc. On the desk is a TURTLE in a terrarium Sam enters.

SAM (V.0)
And even though it has ninety percent
of the world's ice, it's considered
a desert because the annual rainfal
is only about eight inches.

He opens his closet, revealing neatly-ordered rows of
extrenely simlar button-downs.

SAM (V.Q) (CONT' D)
You wouldn't think it was a desert
when you | ooked at it.

He hangs up his coat.



SAM (V.0O ) (CONT' D)
That's why | like it.

He cl oses the closet door and TAPS I T FOUR TI MES, QUI CKLY.

WOMAN' S VO CE (O S.)
Sam  Dinner!

SAM (V.Q)
It's not what it | ooks I|ike.

INT. KITCHEN -- N GHT

Samis at the dinner table with his famly:

H's nom ELSA WATTS (43), perky and upbeat, never net a
negati ve enotion she couldn't cover wth a smle. Yet,
under neat h her sunnK di sposition and inpeccabl e sweater set
is a deep sadness that seens to follow her |ike a cloud.

H s dad, DOUG WATTS (45), good-natured and straightforward,
an ex-hpckeK pl ayer. A big, sturd¥ guy with a natural ease
about him he couldn't be nore different than Sam

And his sister, CASEY WATTS (16%, scrapp%, fuel ed by teenage-
irl-anger. She's an athlete, but not the scrubbed and shiny
ind. This one has a strong sense of justice and doesn't

t ake anyone's shit.

It's a raucous famly dinner, but Samsits quietly. €Elsa,
as usual, is md-story.

. ELSA
-- Wth no raisins in them Can you
believe? | said, well, let's just

change the sign to just plain "GCatneal
Cookl es" and you know what? It had
never occurred to her! | mean!

CASEY
(sarcastic)
Ww. Geat story, nom

DOUG
(sweetly)
Don't be a dick, honey.

El sa turns to Sam

ELSA . '
So, Sam how was your session wth
Julia today?

SAM _
She wants nme to donate ny brain.
Don't worry, it's after | die.



DOUG
Li ke for research? Huh. That could
be ki nd of cool --

ELSA
Absol utely not!
CASEY
And the queen has spoken.
Vell, i gELSA Ca I
, It's gross, sey. can't
bel i eve your dad woul d think that
was appropriate. | nean, ech
(to Sam
Tell Julia thank you, but no.
SAM
Ckay.
CASEY
You are so easy to boss around.
SAM
| don't care what happens to ny dead
brain. |It's either give it to Julia
or maggots eat it. If nomwants
maggots to eat it, that's fine.
_ ELSA _
That is not what |'m saying.
CASEY
~ (anused)
Ki nda i s.
SAM
| don't care. |'Il be dead.
ELSA

Can we stop tal ki ng about you being
dead?! You're not going anywhere!

_ DOUG
G eat chicken, honey.

ELSA
Thank you. [It's from Ral ph's.
(then, brightly)

Vell, | had a doozy of a day! There
was a customer in the store, heavy
irl, I nmean, wowza, she was big,

arely anything we had fit her, but
I found one pair of pants, our green
stretch Magda --



_ SAM
~(interrupting)
Julia thinks | should put nyself out
there and find soneone to have sex
with. Well, she didn't say the sex
part, | added that.

Casey bursts out laughing. Doug tries to hide a smle.

ELSA
(annoyed) _ _
Well, Julia was just full of ideas
t oday.
SAM
(cl uel ess)

Can someone pass the potatoes?

Doug passes Sam the pot at oes.

EXT. ARTHUR ASHE H GH SCHOOL -- THE NEXT DAY

A spraw ing brick public high school. Alittle worse for
the wear. A few KIDS snoke cigarettes by a large tree. In
front, a marquee sign reads: "SENIORS: DON T FORGET TO ORDER
YOUR CAPS AND GOWNS BY THE END OF THE MONTH. "

I NT. ARTHUR ASHE HI GH HALLWAY -- DAY

It's a hectic public high school. Students chat, nake out,
hustle to class. Teachers try to wangle them It's |oud.
Frenetic. Busy. Suddenly, the sound goes MJUFFLED AND WE:

FIND SAM MAKI NG H' S WAY DOWN THE HALL, H S HANDS CLAMPED
OVER H S EARS.

SAM (V.Q)
Thi ngs were easier when | was a kid.

He steps gingerly, dodging students and teachers, careful
not to touch anything.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
Peopl e were nice and the teachers
let me read in the library during
recess. But high school Is nore
conf usi ng.

He spots a GROUP OF CUTE A RLS clustered near a | ocker.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
Like girls. | think every girl is
prettr in her own way. Like a
snowfl ake in a seasonal Antarctic
storm



It looks Iike ONE OF THE G RLS is going to say hi to him
Sam brightens. But then... she ignores Sam and waves to a
guy nearby. Sam defl ates.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
But FFSt girls don't think about ne
at all.

Sam wal ks on, invisible to the others.

INT. TECH WORLD -- AFTERNOON

a bustling, Best Buy type

, 1s at the TECH DESK f1 xi ng
), Indian-Anmrerican,
desk.

A sprawl i ng appliance store. It'
of place. Sam wearing a nane ta
a IaptoE. Hi s coworker, ZAHI D (2
approaches. He |eans against the

S
g9
2

ZAH D
Banged a fat chick | net online | ast
night. We did it for like ten mnutes
and then ate a whole gallon of ice
creamin bed. It was awesone.

' SAM
Why online?

ZAHI D _ _
Cuz that's where the sluttiest girls
are.

SAM
What kind of ice creanf

ZAHI D
M nt chip.

SAM
(grossed out)
Ech.

Sam noti ces a COUPLE shopping for iPhone covers. They're
| aughi ng and goofing around. He can't help but watch them

SAM ( CONT' D)
Zahid? Do you like... dating girls?

Zahid |l ooks at himlike he's nuts for a beat, then:

ZAH D
Yeah, dude. | like dating girls.

On Sam considering this.

I NT. WATTS HOUSE -- KITCHEN -- AFTERNOON

El sa's opening mail.



ELSA
Ebp,ltmenty percent off at Anne Tayl or
oft!

She rips open another envel ope, is taken aback by the letter

i nside. Sam enters.

ELSA (CONT' D)
Look at this! It's your cap and
gown order form Can you believe
they sent this already? It's the
begi nning of the year, you're not
graduating for ages!

SAM
Vel |, Peologically speaki ng, an age
is mllions of years and | have two-
hundr ed-t wenty-tour-and-a-third
cal endar days left of school. That's
nmuch | ess than an age. Snack?

She hands himone and he exits. Elsa stays where she is,

unable to keep her eyes off the form

INT. SAM S ROOM -- LATER

Samsits at his |laptop. W see he's on a dating website.
The site ﬁronpts himto upload a profile picture. He quickly

snaps a p

oto of hinmself with the canmera on his conputer

WE SEE THE PHOTO it's an odd angle -- too close up -- too

much nostril -- it |ooks very strange.

He doesn't seemto mind. Posts it. Casey wal ks bhy.

CASEY
What are you doi ng?
. . SAM . .
Going online to find a girl to date.
CASEY

Need sone hel p?

She pl ops down on the bed, grabs his lap top. Then,
the picture he just posted--

CASEY ( CONT' D) _
Ah! Jesus Christ, Sam what's with
the picture?

SAM
What's wong with it? | took it
nyself. 1Is it too blurry?
CASEY

It's too scary. Delete.

noti ci ng



She deletes it and takes out her phone.

_ CASEY ( CONT' D)
Ckay, smle.

Samsniles really big and strange.

CASEY ( CONT' D)
Ah. Never mnd. Don't smle

He drops the smle. She takes a picture.
CASEY ( CONT' D)

Good enough. Okay, your profile.
Finish this sentence:

(reading)
"I spend a ot of time thinking
about..."

~ SAM '

Easy, penguins, and especially Il
say chinstrap penguins, they're ny
favorite bird. But all four species
of Antarctic penguins are good. D d
you know t hat early explorers thought
they were fish and cl assified them
that way? Not birds, fish!

A beat as Casey studies him Then types:

CASEY
"Sports. "
(then)
It's all about getting you in the
door, weirdo.

El sa, carrying |laundry, enters and hands Sam sone cl ot hes.

ELSA
Here's your whites. Look at these
socks. | renmenber when Kour tiny
little socks were only this big!
(then)
What are you two up to?
SAM

Casey's helping ne sign up for online
dating but she hates all ny ideas
and so she's |ying.

ELSA
(thromn?
You're awfully %Qung for that! And
do you really think you' re ready to
date, San? | nean, you're going
through a whole | ot of changes, with
graduation and --
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CASEY
Bye, nom

El sa starts to say sonething, then decides against it. She
exits. Meanwhile, Sam has picked up EDI SON, H' S TURTLE

SAM
Do you think we shoul d take anot her
picture with Edison? | read online

girls like animals. Maybe |ike this?
He props Edi son on his shoul der. Beat.

CASEY
This m ght go quicker if you I|eave.

INT. GARAGE -- A LITTLE LATER

El sa is bustling around, reorganizing. Doug enters.

- DouG
Reor gani zi ng the garage?

(upb )ELSA
upbeat
Unh huhP

DOUG
You okay?

ELSA
Apparently Samis going to start
dating! So that's wonderful! Dating.
Graduating. Qur boy is grow ng up

He notices sonething in her hand.

DOUG
VWhat are those?
ELSA
OCh... These are the cards | used to

t each Sam enotions when he was a
l[ittle boy. Renenber?

(holds up a card)
"I'f someone's making this face, they
m ght be sad. So you should try to
be kind to them" Basic stuff. |
think they really hel ped.

Doug is holding "surprised."

DOUG
This is the exact face he nade when
| surprised himwith Mets tickets.

FLASHBACK TGO



INT. KITCHEN -- FLASHBACK -- DAY

Sam makes the "surprised" face -- nouth open
Then, dropping the face:

SAM
| don't want to go.

I NT. GARAGE -- N GHT

As they were.

ELSA
And then he finally went with you
and ended up crouched on the floor
of the nmens roomwith a sweatshirt
over his head.

DOUG
| know. | felt terrible. | just

11.

eyes w de.

BACK TGO

wanted us to have one thing in comon.

| used to go to ganmes with ny dad.

Doug shakes off what's clearly a tough subject for him

DOUG ( CONT' D)
Wll, | think it's great that Sam
wants to date. | nean, you and |
weren't much ol der than hi m when we
net and that was fun. You were a
wi | d chick, honey.

Elsa finally stops bustling around and turns.

ELSA

Sami's not |ike us, Doug.
DOUG

Wl |, yeah, but he --

ELSA

Do you know that every tine }he phone
t

rings | junp? Every me. | think
he crossed the street with his eyes
cl osed again or he had a freak out
in a store or hit a police officer.
Every tine the phone rings.

Doug takes her hand.
DOUG
It's hard, | know, but nmaybe now s

our time to take a step back.
( MORE)



DOUG ( CONT' D)
W' ve spent the |ast eighteen years
entirely focused on the kids, nnstlr
Sam Maybe now we can spend a little
time just the two of us. Go on a
date. Get back to who we were
before. ..

(re: enotion cards) .
...A'l of this. Don't you think we
deserve that?

A beat then:
ELSA
Here's the extra Christnmas |ights!
Wiy in the world are they marked
" BOOKS" ?!

She bustles off, |eaving the STACK OF EMOTI ON CARDS on a
shelf. ON THE PILE OF RDS. The top one is "SCARED."

12.

Wiich, clearly, Elsa is. Doug watches her go, disappointed.

[NT. UNI VERSITY CLASSROOM - - THE NEXT DAY

Julia lectures to a hall full of undergrads.

JULI A
StudK of brain tissue has all owed
for key discoveries in how the
di sorder affects devel opnent, but
due to a shortage of affected brains --
don't even get nme started on the
bozos at Columbia who et an entire
freezer of autistic brains thaw --

Her class laughs. She's a charm ng oddball.

JULIA (CONT' D)
-- Research has been significantly...

Julia stops, notices sonething. REVEAL Elsa in the doorway.
Julia tilts

her head, curious.

INT. JUIA' S CFFICE -- LATER

El sa and Julia enter.

~ JULIA _
Pl ease, sit. |Is everything okay
w th Sanf
ELSA
Yes, everything's fine, | just...

Sam sai d you spoke to hi m about
dat i ng.



JULI A

13.

Ch. Well, he nmentioned wanting a

girlfriend and I thought --
ELSA

And he seens to enjoy

I apﬁreciate you tryinﬁ_to hel p.
I S sesslons

w th you. But here's what else |
know. Al the things that make ny

son's everyday life difficult

readi ng soci al cues, understandin

ot her perpectives, exchanging

smal |

talk, all the things I've tried to
hel p himnavigate his entire life -
are magnified in dating. Dating is

nearly entirely non-verbal

comuni cation. And Samis the nost
literal person | have ever net.

JULI A

There are strategies | could --

ELSA

Are there strategies? Are there
strategles for not getting your heart

br oken _
mean when they don't say it?

For know ng what people

For

speaki ng an enoti onal |anguage you
don't understand? Falling in |ove
is a huge risk! Doesn't Sam have

enough to contend wi th?!

El sa's clearly bringing her owmn baggage into this. She tries

to pull it together.
ELSA ( CONT' D)

Saml s about to graduate, that alone
is a huge hurdle. Relationships are
hard enough for neuro-thlcaIs. I

[

don't want to put that
pressure on my son.

Julia debates her response in her head,

JULI A

nd of

then goes for it.

There was a study done in Toronto a
few years ago. Over fifty percent
of people in their thirties reported
being married. On the autistic
spectrum do you know what the
percentage was? N ne. Not because
they | ack the desire but because

they don't know howto do it.

Your

son has the sane desire to be | oved
that we all do. Wiy shouldn't he

pursue it?

This lands with Elsa. A beat. She stands.
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ELSA
Thank you for seeing ne.

She heads out.

INT. ELSA'S CAR -- LATER

El sa sits in her car, staring out at the parking lot. And
t hen, SHE STARTS TO CRY

SAM (V. Q) _
When I|'mtrying to | earn sonething
new. . .

EXT. STREET -- DAY

Sam wal ks down the street. He sees an ATTRACTI VE WOMAN. He
i medi ately stares down at his feet. He walks past her with
hi s head way down, chin alnost on his chest.

SAM (V.0Q0)
Li ke how to wite a new ki nd of
conputer code or how to date girls..

INT. SAM S ROOM - - DAY

Sami s on his conputer.

SAM (V.Q)
| do a |lot of research. I |ike
research.

REVEAL he's on a website called "HONTO TALK TO HO S. "

SMOOTH GUY (V. Q)
“"Insult "em Like, 'Baby, those are
sone serious bug eyes you got.' Trust
me, brother: quickest way to get a
chick on your dick."

Sam t akes notes in his notebook. CLOSE on the notebook. He
has witten: | NSULTS = CH CK ON DI CK

EXT. ARTHUR ASHE HI GH -- DAY

Samsits at a picnic table, eating his lunch. Nearby a group
of PREPPY RI CH WANNA- BE SKATEBQARD PUNKS st and and tal k
SAM (V.Q)
| try to examine as many sources as
possi bl e.
SKATEBOARDER

[f it's not going well with Becca
tonmorrow night, I'Il just introduce
MORE
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SKATEBQARDER ( CONT' D)
her to ny two bros: Beauty and the
Beast .

He fl exes his biceps one at a tinme. Sam nmakes a note.

EXT. FRONT STEPS -- EVEN NG

Casey has just come back froma run. She's sitting on the
steps drinking water. Sam s beside her with his notebook.

SAM (V.0Q)
And | ask questions.

CASEY
Listen to what they say. Don't bring
up seals or pengui ns or whatever
Don't stare at their boobs.

SAM
Can you slow dowmn? [I'mstill at the
'no penguins' part. Wiat if she
| i kes pengui ns?

CASEY
Assume she doesn't.

He wites sonmething in his notebook.

INT. TECH WORLD -- DAY

Sam and Zahid are at work.

_ ~ SAM (V.Q)
The trick is knowi ng when to put ny
research to use. |"mnot great at

pi cki ng up signal s.

Near by, a CUTE REDHEAD nmakes eye contact and smiles at him
Samis oblivious. Zahid el bows him

ZAH D
Yo, Sammy, Red over there's nmakin'
eyes.

SAM
What ?

ZAH D

(noddi ng at her)
That chick. Tight Ccup in aisle 4.

SAM
What about her?

ZAH D .
Dude, she's smiling right at you.
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SAM
Oh.  So?
ZAH D
So she likes you
SAM
She does?
Zahi d nods.
SAM (CONT' D)
(sl ow sm | e)
Oh.  Cool .

He | ooks up and grins.

CUTE GR'S POV: Samis snilin& very, very hard. It's a
huge, creepK smle. And he makes unwavering eye contact.
Even when she | ooks away, he continues to stare. It's really
very scary.

BACK TO SAM  The terrified girl hurries out.

ZAHI D
Ww. You scared her away from across
the store. Inpressive, dude.

Sam wat ches her go, truly puzzled as to what he did wong.
CUT TGO

I NT. ARTHUR ASHE HI GH HALLWAY -- THE NEXT DAY

A rowdy CROND of students stand around a | ocker. Big red
letters on the front read: ORCA. A JANITOR is in the process
of renoving and replacing the | ocker door. Nearby, a CHUBBY
G RL stands nortified - this is clearly her |ocker.

Casey | ooks on, outraged at the injustice of it all. She
hears a H G+ PITCHED G GGLE and turns to see TWO MEAN G RLS
taking in the scene with barely contained glee. 1t's clear
who masterm nded this thing.
MEAN G RL
Gosh, | hope the new | ocker doesn't

get vandalized, too. This is so
goi ng on I nstagram

She takes a photo with her phone as several KIDS | augh. ON
CASEY, her face blank. And then... SHE RUSHES THE MEAN
G RL AND PUNCHES HER I N THE FACE

SMASH CUT TGO
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INT. KITCHEN -- LATER

Casey, hair and clothes askew, talks to an angry El sa.

ELSA
| don't get it! You're not even
friends with Beth Chapin!

CASEY _
So?!  You don't have to be friends
W th someone to do what's right!

Behind them Sam sets the table for dinner. He uses OCD
precision getting everything in exactly the right places.

CASEY ( CONT' D)
Of coure you don't understand. Wen
you were I n high school, you were
t he one picking on the fat kids.

ELSA
That's not true! | had a pudgy
friend! Well, until she got super
anorexic in tenth grade. Anyway,
Vivian Bennet is a lovely girl and
she did not deserve to get punched.

_ CASEY
Vi vian Bennet is a cunt.

ELSA
CASEY! !

On Sam setting the table.

SAM (V.Q)
Cunt . Cunt . Cunt cunt cunt.

CUT TQO
INT. JULIA'S OFFICE -- DAY
Sam speaks to Julia, who is OFF CAMERA
_ SAM
Sonetinmes a word or a phrase gets
stuck in nmy head. Like on a [oop.
And it just plays. Over and over.
BACK TO

INT. KITCHEN -- EVEN NG

Sam's setting the table.

SAM (V.Q)
Cunt . Cunt . Cuuuuuuuuuuuunt .
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BACK TO El sa and Casey.

CASEY
| don't want to tal k about this
anynore, okay?!

ELSA _
Vell, |'mnot super duper interested
in what you want right now

Doug enters, having clearly heard the story.

DOUG
Suspended?!

CASEY
(to Elsa) _
Vell, you didn't waste any tine.

~ bouG
You' re going to mss the track neet!
You're letting down your whole team
not to mention seriously jeaoPardlzlng
your chance of getting a schol arship.

ELSA
She al so punched a pretty girl in
the face!

- CASEY
Wiy does it matter that she's pretty?!

SAM (V. 0)
Cunt cunt cunt cunt cunt .

. ELSA _
Well, it goes without saying, you're
grounded. For... ever.

CASEY
(sarcastic)
That seens fair. 1'mgoing for a
run. Am1l allowed to run when |'m
grounded, warden?

ELSA

to Doug
You éeal mﬁt% her .
DOUG

Go ahead.
Casey stonps out. Doug turns to El sa

DOUG ( CONT' D)
You okay?

ELSA
I"'mfine. Totally fine.
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On Elsa... clearly not fine.

EXT. STREET -- EVEN NG
Casey runs. A beat, then she YELLS AT THE TOP OF HER LUNGS.

EXT. WATTS HOUSE -- A LITTLE LATER

Casey returns froma run to find BETH CHAPI N (16) t he chubby
irl fromschool, and her brother, EVAN CHAPIN (18), handsone
ut rough around’ t he edges.

BETH
X Casey. brought you a chocol ate
ca e I nake amazi ng cakes.

(re: her melght?
You can ?robably te

(sm t hen)
This is ny brother, Evan. He drove
me here.
CASEY
Oh. Thanks for the cake.
BETH

Thank you for... today.

Just then, Sam steps out onto the porch

SAM
CUNT! I'!

CASEY
Sam

EVAN
Jesus.

BETH

(al wa s nlce)

Um .. hel

Evan takes a step toward Sam

EVAN
What the fuck is wong with hinf

CASEY
(|nned|ately def ensi ve)
Nothing's wong with him Get away
fromhrm

She steps between them She and Evan nmake eye contact.
It's a stand-off. Then... he smiles. He finds her tough-
guy act adorabl e.
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EVAN
(hol ds up hands)
It's cool.
Casey stonps inside, dragging Samw th her.

BETH
You forgot your chocol ate cake!

But they're gone. Beth sets the cake pan on the porch.

_ BETH ( CONT' D)
"Il just leave it on the porch...

I NT. FOYER -- MOVENTS LATER
Sam and Casey step in and she SMACKS H M I N THE HEAD

CASEY
You' re such an asshol e!

But Samcan't help but smle.

. SAM (V.0)
My sister doesn't |et anyone beat ne

up. . .
FLASHBACK TO

INT. SAM S ROOM -- N GHT

Sam cl oses the closet door and TAPS I T FOUR TI MES as Casey
RUNS UP AND PUNCHES HI M I N THE SHOULDER FOUR TI MES

SAM

Oow

CASEY
Gotta do it four tines!

BACK TGO

INT. FOYER -- BACK TO SCENE

SAM (V.Q)
Except hersel f.

Sam fol |l ows Casey into the house.

INT. KITCHEN -- N GHT

El sa's cl eaning up the kitchen when she notices the cap and
gown form magneted to the fridge. She takes a beat, stares
at it, then pulls herself away. She spots the CAKE Beth
brought over. She grabs a spatula and attenpts to lift it
onto her CAKE PLATE but it's tricky to renove and she ends
up snearing the frosting a tiny bit.
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ELSA
Qops.
She tries to snmooth it over. It only makes it worse.
ELSA (CONT' D)
Dar n.

She tries snnothin? it over again but the cake tears. She's
getting increasingly agitated as she jans the spatula in --

ELSA ( CONT' D)
Come ON! !

Finally she THROANS THE SPATULA DOAWN WTH A YELL AND GRABS

THE CAKE IN HER HANDS, TEARING | T TO CHUNKS, AND PLOPPI NG
THEM ON THE CAKE PLATE just as:

Samenters, taking in the scene.

SAM
What are you doi ng?

ELSA
(calmas can be& .
Just putting the cake away, sweetie!

She delicately covers the RU NED HEAP OF CAKE.

INT. JULIA'S CFFICE -- ANOTHER DAY

Samsits with Julia

JULI A
So, how was your week?
SAM
Vell, | still don't have a date and

| scared a girl off from across the
roomthe other day and we had neat| oaf
twice and | hate neatl oaf.

JULI A
How?
' SAM
My nom just nmade it in the oven.
JULI A
I mean, how d you scare her away?
SAM
| don't know.
JULI A

Pretend I'mher. Wat'd you do?
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. . SAM . .
| just smled at her. Like this.
Samreplicates the too-big, creepy stare fromearlier. It's
just as bad this time around.
JULI A

| see the problem
She sits back down.
SAM- .
| read about it online! "Making eye

contact and smling" is step one for
flirting! That's what | did! Look.

He opens his notebook. Thrusts it at her.

- JULIA
(readi ng) _ '
"I nsults equal chick on dick?"
SAM
Not that part, the eye contact part.
JULI A

Okay, but we should get to that at
sonme point. Anyway, the problemis
you're crossing the line fromflirty
to creepy. Wen you make eye contact,
you have to look away a little bit.

SAM
How can | nmake eye contact and | ook
away? |I'mnot a mantis shrinp!
JULI A

(denonstrati ng)
Make eye contact, glance away, nake
eye contact again. Qherw se, it
can seem scary.

SAM
Hang on, let me wite that down.

He does.
JULI A

Now, the smile. You need to turn
t hat down |ike seventy-percent.

SAM
Seventy-percent smaller?

JULI A
At | east.

Sam nmakes his creepy, huge smile, then dials it back slightly.
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JULI A (CONT' D)
Try no teeth.

He does.

JULI A (CONT' D)
That's the one. That's perfect.

SAM
(through his new smle)
How will | renmenber what it should
| ook |ike?
JULI A

G ve ne your phone.
He does. She snaps a picture of it.

JULI A (CONT' D)
Use this as a reference.

Sam | ooks at the picture.
SAM

You didn't center it properly. Want
to take anot her one?

| NT. RESTAURANT -- EVEN NG

Doug and Elsa sip drinks in a romantic bistro.

DOUG
Look at us. Qur first date night in
years. Here's atip, if you get ne
drunk enough, | may put out.

ELSA
Honey, | know you better than that.
One nore and you'll be asleep in
front of ESPN before | brush ny teeth.

_ DOUG _
You're right. But there's nothing
t hat can be done about it now.

They | augh, it's a sweet nonent between them

ELSA
You know, there's a tiny, mniscule
chance you were right: a night out
was a good idea. I|'meven wearing a --
(whi spers)

Thong!
Eregular voi ce)

Super unconfortabl e.

DOUG
See, | mssed this.
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ELSA
Me too. It's just hard for nme to
rel ax sonetinmes, | get so worried

about the kids.
DOUG
Don't worry about the kids. The
ki ds are great.
And suddenly, the Iight nood has evapor at ed.

ELSA
The kids are "great"?

DOUG
Ch cone on, don't do this.

ELSA
[''mnot doing anything. | just want
to hear why you think the kids are
SO great.

DOUG
Why are you getting upset?

ELSA
Because the inplication is that |
worry over not hing.

- bAUG

Wl |, sonetines you do! So Sam wants

to date. Who cares? He's eighteen
It'd be weird if he didn't want to.

_ ELSA '
Because it's not just dating. |It's
everything. First dating. Then

graduating. Then he's noving out
Into the world and we can't protect
him It's terrifying!
DOUG .
But that's what we want for himn
ELSA
But what if he fails?
DOUG |
Wll, that's just the wong attitude--
ELSA
It's not "wong," it's how ! feel.

I"mthe one who's been in the trenches
with himfor eighteen years. You' ve
never been close to Sam anestIK,
sonetimes | think you don't like him
very nuch.

She's hit a nerve. A tense beat, then:
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I love our son. | always have. Has
it been hard to connect with him
es. | thought he'd be like ne. O

i ke you. But he's not |ike either
of us or anyone |'ve ever net.

~ELSA
(sof teni ng)
I know - -
DOUG

Do you renmenber his ninth birthday?

Al'l he wanted was an igloo. A goddam
igloo. And you renenber what | did?
ELSA
You built it.
DOUG

| spent nineteen hours hauling and
stacki ng fucking ice blocks in the
backyard. That's how bad | want

kid to like me. To notice I'mthere.
And then he wouldn't go in, not even
step inside, because the bl ocks
weren't lined up precisely.

. ELSA
| just neant --

DOUG

You're not the only one in the famly
w th an autistic kid, Elsa.

A waitress cones by.

WAl TRESS
Can | get you anything el se?

A beat, then:

ELSA
No, | think we're done.

INT. LIVING ROOM -- EVEN NG

The TV's on. Casey's eating nmac-n-cheese on the couch
Samis on his laptop. There's a knock at the door.

. CASEY
Not it.

Sam conpletelK oblivious, doesn't nove. Casey sighs,
annoyed, then heads to the door. On her way out, she
pur posely BUWPS | NTO SAM hard, jostling his conputer
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SAM
Hey!

EXT. WATTS HOUSE -- MOMENTS LATER

Casey opens the door to find Evan, Beth Chapin's brother.

EVAN
Hi . LUSt cane to get Beth's cake
pan bac

CASEY
Okay. | could' ve brought it to school.

As she wal ks of f:

CASEY ( CONT' D)
_ ésotto)
Wi rd.
Evan smles. He shifts fromfoot to foot, then pokes his

head in, trying to get a peek when CASEY RETURNS.  She thrusts
the cake pan at him

CASEY ( CONT' D)
There you go. |It's been washed tw ce.
Once by nme and then once by ny nom
because that's how she is.

EVAN
Thanks.
(he doesn't nove)
That was nice of ¥0u to punch that
girl in the face tor ny sister.

CASEY
Uh... You're wel cone.

She starts to go back inside.

EVAN .
Do you want to go out sone tinme?

Casey stops, a little thrown.

CASEY
Go out? Wth you?
EVAN
That's what | was thinking, yeah.
CASEY
Sorry, | don't really date. It's a
distraction | don't need. |'m going

to get a track scholarship and get
the hell out of this town.
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_ EVAN
Fair enough. 1'Il probably change
your m nd about dating, though.

Sam rushes out, holding his |aptop.
SAM
Stop the presses!! A girl wants to
go out with ne!!
(then, noticing Evan)
Oh. Hello.

He turns around coolly, but before he gets inside, he can't
hel p himsel f and does a LI TTLE HAPPY DANCE

CASEY
| gotta go.

She follows Sam i nsi de.

INT. LIVING ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER

Samis on the couch, but he's so excited he can't sit still.
He's practically bouncing up and down.

SAM
Her nane is "Bree," B-R-E-E, and she
l'i kes sonething called vegan taquitos
and she has a cat naned Sinba. |
don't |ove cats, do you think she'd
get rid of it?

CASEY
Do not ask her that.
(then)
So where are you going to go?

_ SAM
I'mgoing to tell her to come here.
Mom can nake us sPaghettl and

neat bal | s and garlic bread!
CASEY
No. Absolutely not.
~ SAM
No spaghetti ?
CASEY
No date at this house.
SAM
Way not ?
CASEY

Cuz that's super weird. You have to
go out sonewhere



SAM
How about Tech Worl d?

CASEY
You want to bring your date to an
appl i ance store?

SAM
| have to go where |I'm confortabl e!
It'"ll be fun. W can sanple different
TVs and see which one has the best
clarity. | already know but we'l]l
see if she gets it right.

ON THE LAPTOP: A new nessage from Bree pops up

CASEY
She wants to go bow i ng.
SAM
Bow i ng?! What kind of person goes

bow i ng?!

Sam t akes the pencil and rubber band out of his pocket and

starts to do his sensory stinmnulation.

CASEY
Hey, relax. I1t'll be okay.
_ SAM
No, it won't!
CASEY
(realizing)

No, it wont.

INT. JUIA S CFFICE -- DAY

Sam i s being interviewed.

. - SAM . -
Belng in a loud, unfamliar place
can be hard for ne. | can't think

| can't listen. Sonetines | have to
ell to hear nyself over the noise,

i ke: "LALALALAI'" \Wich makes people
unconfortable. But don't worry, |
have a strategy.

INT. BONING ALLEY -- N GHT

A fun bowing alley, conplete with a | owkey eating area
near the bar. Samsits at a table across fromhis date,
BREE (18). He's wearing NO SE CANCELI NG HEADPHONES. He

tal ks very loudly to hear hinself through the headphones.

28.



SAM
Fl oor here's kind of sticky. Dd
you know sone frogs have pads on
their feet that secrete a thin |ayer
of mucus to help themstick to things?

A beat, then:

BREE _
Wiy the hell are you wearing
headphones?

SAM
Ch, | only turned on the noise

cancel latton feature. Need a little
bit of protection fromthe racket.

He forces a grin. Then, renmenbering, turns it down about
seventy percent. An awkward beat.

UNDER THE TABLE -- Sam gl ances at his notebook in his |ap.
SAM ( CONT' D).
Baby, those are some serious bug
eyes you got.

 BREE _
Are you serious? |Is that a joke?

She seens angry. Sanmis flustered. He awkwardly flexes his
nuscl es, one at a tine.

SAM
Beauty. Beast.

BREE
What are you doi ng?

Sams really throwm off. None of this is working at all
SAM
| don't like cats! Wuld you be
willing to get rid of Sinba?

Bree | ooks at himlike he's crazy.

INT. JUIA S CFFICE -- DAY

Samsits with Julia

JULI A _
So the date with Bree didn't go well.

SAM
No. And | had one nore date after
that. A girl froma different schoo
who ny sister knows fromtrack

( MORE)

29.
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_ _ SAM (CONT' D)
This time Casey let me invite her to
our house.

FLASHBACK TO

| NT. WATTS HOUSE -- EVEN NG
Sam sits on the couch with a H PPY-LOOKI NG G RL.

SAM
... And then Roal d Anundsen, the
first man to reach the South Pol e,
shot sone of his dogs to feed to the
ot her dogs! He nmade them canibalize
each ot her!

A beat .

HI PPY LOOKI NG G RL
What does that have to do with nme
being a vegetarian?

SAM
(duh)
Dogs are neat.

BACK TGO

INT. JUIA S CFFICE -- DAY

SAM
| think sone people aren't nmeant to
date and | think I'mone of those
sonme people. It's too hard. You
have to guess what people are
t hi nki ng. And not | ust Eeopl e.
Grls! If you ask me, that's just
i mpossi bl e.

Julia can't disagree with him

EXT. STREET / DANCE STUDI O - - DAY

Doug wal ks down the street, passing a dance studio. He
wat ches a cl ass through the wi ndow for a mnute.

WOWAN (O S.)
Thi nki ng of junping in?

He turns to see CHLOE, 25, gorgeous, a dancer.

DOUG
Ch, no. |I'mnot nmuch of a dancer.
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CHLCE
Well, there's only one way to get
etter
DOUG

| wouldn't want to scare anyone.
She | aughs, then grabs a SCHEDULE from a box on the door.
CHLCE _
Take a schedule. Just in case.
(re: schedule)
That's nme. |'man instructor.

DOUG
Thanks. . .
(readi ng)
| oe.

She smles at him Doug smles back then wal ks on.

INT. TECH WORLD -- DAY

Sam s behind the Tech Desk. Zahid, in a shiny button-down
shirt, cones over.

ZAH D
You think this shirt's too shiny?
Trick question. No such thing. So,
how s it going with the | adies?

SAM
[''mnot dating anynmore. Grls think
['"'mweird.
~ ZAH'D
You are weird. So what? | got a

cousi n who drank his own pee to see
how it would taste. Dude's got a
snoki ng hot wife. Hey, |ook..

He gestures across the store to the CUTE REDHEAD fromearlier.

ZAHI D ( CONT' D)
Red' s back. Ask her out. Go go go.

On Sam deci di ng.

INT. TECH WORILD -- MOVENTS |ATER

"Red," AKA RILEY (19), browses printers. Sam approaches.

SAM
Laser or inkjet?
Rl LEY
Wat? OCh, | don't know. | don't

really know anyt hi ng about this.
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~ SAM
~ (horrified)
Didn't you do any research?
Rl LEY
Un.. no. | guess | should have.

But for once in his life, Samis actually snoot h.

SAM
Well, lucky for you, | |ove research
And | know all about these printers.
You shoul d get--
~ (indicates a printer)
This one. Al the others are garbage
and shoul d be set on fire.

She | aughs.

Rl LEY
Ww, thanks. You're really helpful.

Sam just stands there, smling.

RI LEY ( CONT' D)
Uh, was there sonething else?

SAM
Umn ..

He gl ances over to see ZAH D, who WAVES, then M MES HAVI NG
SEX.  Sam qui ckly turns away.

_ SAM ( CONT' D)
éln a rush) _
Wuld you like to go on a date with
me, that's why | canme over here in
the first place, not to help you
with printers?

On Riley: puzzled, anused, deciding.
SMASH CUT TO:

EXT. TECH WORLD PARKI NG LOT -- MOMENTS LATER

Zahid is snoking a cigarette. Nearby Sam full of jOK' spi ns
around in circles with his arnms outstretched. He |ooks I1Ike
Julie Andrews in that field. He |ooks ridiculous. Zahid
just watches. A CUSTOVER wal ks by.

ZAHI D
He got a date.

The custoner nods and conti nues on.
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INT. DOUG AND ELSA' S BEDROOM - - NI GHT

Doug finishes throwng gymclothes into a duffel bag.

ELSA
Goi ng to hockey?

DOUG
Yeah. | shouldn't be too | ate.

ELSA
Hon, |'m sorry about dinner the other
nlght | think I'm LUSt havi ng a
hard time with all I s change.

Sam s graduatlon Datlng V
just... scared.

DOUG _
I know. And hey, | got you sonething.

He picks up his Jacket and takes sonet hing out of the pocket.
Hands it to her. It's the dance studi o schedul e.

DOUG ( CONT' D)
You used to | ove to dance. You should
check it out. Have sone fun. Maybe
make a friend.

El sa' s t ouched.

ELSA
Thank

(t
Sheesh, | don't even knowif "Il be
abl e to dance anynore!

SMASH CUT TO:

I NT. DANCE STUDI O - - EVEN NG

ON ELSA, DANCI NG HER BRAINS QUT. It's a fun, high-energy
class and Elsa's thrilled and giving it her all.

INT. DANCE STUDIO -- A LITTLE LATER

Class has just ended. A sweaty, happy El sa approaches Chl oe.

ELSA
That was so fun. Thank you.

CHLOE _
You're welcone. Geat job. You're
a dancer, huh?

ELSA _
Oh, no. | nmean, a long tine ago.
( MORE)
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ELSA ( CONT' D)
(unable to resist) _
I was captain of the dance squad in
col l ege, we ranked nationally three
times, alnost four, we were robbed,
but its been forever.

CHLCE
Vell, nice to neet you. |[|'m Chloe.
Hey, a few of us are gonna go grab a
drink. You wanna cone?

ELSA
V%¥ not? M husband told nme to nake
a friend.

INT. BAR VITA -- LATER
El sa sits with Chloe and a couple other girls in a funky

bar. The bartender, N CK (md-20s), a handsone free-spirit,
approaches. He gestures to Elsa's enpty drink.

NI CK
Can | get you another one?
ELSA
No, unfortunately | think |I've escaped
ny real life for | ong enough.
(then)
I"'msorry! | have no idea mh¥ I
just said that. | love ny life.

Love. Love |ove.

He smles at her, then:

NI CK
I"mgetting you that drink.

He wal ks of f and El sa wat ches him

INT. | TALI AN RESTAURANT -- NI GHT

It's a COZK’ casual Italian place. Samand Riley sit at a
e

table by t wi ndow. It's quiet, then:
SAM
You're very pretty.
Rl LEY
Thanks. | always thought ny nose
was too big.
SAM

Alittle but the rest of your face
makes up for it.

A beat. |Is this guy serious? Then... she |aughs.



Rl LEY

Ww, you're really honest, huh?
SAM

Yes. |Is that bad?
RI LEY

No, it's refreshing. Tell ne nore.
SAM

kay. |I'mreally good at fixing

conput ers and programm ng code.
Most women hate ny guts after the

first date. | |ove penguins but |'m
not suEposed to talk about it. 1've
never had sex before. And I have a

turtle named Edi son who's naned after
Thomas Edi son but he's not as snart.

She | aughs again. Samrel axes.

You're hilar
Thank you.
You' ve never
No.

want to?
On Sam shocked.

EXT. HOUSE -- EVEN NG

RI LEY
I OUS.

SAM
Rl LEY
had sex?

SAM

Rl LEY

Casey's com ng honme froma run. Evan jogs toward her from

the other direction.

Hey, what ar

| wanted to

CASEY
e you doi ng here?

EVAN
see i f you changed your

m nd yet. Brought you this.

He offers her a Snickers bar. Casey studies him

What ' s up?

(shrugs)
I like you.

CASEY
Why are you doing this?

EVAN

35.
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CASEY
Wy ?

EVAN
Cuz nost people don't stand up to
asshol es. You do.

Beat. Casey |ooks at him then she smles and grabs the
Snickers. They sit on the steps. As they continue to talk:

SAM (V.Q)
| think if it were really, really
cold, like Antarctica cold, the
col dness woul d feel |ike a sound.

INT. RILEY'S DORM ROOM -- N GHT

It's a small, girly dormroom Samsits stiffly on the bed,
walting. He's very, very nervous.
SAM (V.Q)
The cold woul d be so intense you
could hear it. | would like to hear

t hat sound.

Riley cones out of the bathroom She smiles, then takes off
her shirt. Samls eyes go w de.

SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
Because the cold in Antarctica isn't
anyt hing we can i nagi ne.

Riley wal ks over and sits down on the bed next to him

SAM
|'ve never been in a dorm before.
This isn't how | thought it'd snell.

She puts her hand on his leg. Sam | ooks very unconfortable.

INT. JUIA' S CFFICE -- DAY

SAM
Soneti mes bei ng touched nakes ne. ..
junpy. It has to be a hard touch
Li ke pressure. | like pressure. |
don't like soft. |Is it okay to say
that on the first date?

BACK TO:

INT. RILEY'S DORM ROOM - - N GHT

Ril ey gentIY rubs Samis leg. He |ooks extrenel
unconfortable. She noves up to his chest. He [ooks |Iike he
m ght run. Then she touches his face. Wthout warning, SAM
REFLEXI VELY SHOVES HER, PUSHI NG HER OFF THE BED
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RI LEY
Ah!  What the hel | ?!
SAM
I"msorry. 1'msorry.
She stands up, furious.
RI LEY
What is wong with you???
SAM
|"msorry.
Rl LEY

Seriously. Are you retarded? 1Is
t here sonmething wong with your brain?
Get the fuck out of my room

Samis utterly humliated. He exits.

EXT. STREET -- N GHT

Sam wal ks on the street, devastat ed.
SAM (V.Q)
Sonetinmes when | feel the npbst al one,

I imagine nyself in that ice, frozen
unabl e to nove, but safe.

A car HONKS. Samrushes out of the way.

INT. BAR VITA -- N GHT

El sa sips her drink and chats with Nick. They've been talking
for awhile and have a good rapport.

NI CK
Then there was Mel, she was probably
nmy | ongest relationship, Iike a nonth.
ELSA
(t easi ng)
Ooh, a nonth!
NI CK
(smles
St op it. am!| telling you this?

Let's talk agout sonet hi ng el se.

ELSA
No, I'n1sorrK keep goi ng. \Wat
happened w t

NI CK
| don't know | just... | |ike what I
do, you know?

( MORE)
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NI CK (CONT' D) _
| don't mean work, necessarily, just
ny life. | wake up when | want. |
go where | want. | do what | want.
Last week | wanted to drive up to
t he nountains and canp so | did.
Didn't have to plan anything or run
it by anyone. Maybe it's weird but
I just... | need that.

A beat as Elsa stares at him then
ELSA
Honestly? | think that's the best
thing | ever heard.

He smles at her.

EXT. WATTS HOUSE -- N GHT

Casey and Evan are still on the stoop, talking and | aughi ng.
Sam approaches. He |ooks terrible. Sweaty, upset, tired.
EVAN |
Hey, there he is! Captain Cunt!
CASEY

San? What happened?
Sam just | ooks at her and... STARTS TO CRY

INT. KITCHEN -- LATER

Sam Casey, and Evan sit around the table, drinking tea.

Sam has cal med down sonme, but is still visibly shaken. Casey
eyes himw th concern. Evan notices.
EVAN

Hey, man, don't feel too bad. The
first time's always a shit show. N¥
first time, I was so hamered | barted
on ny dong!

Casey bursts out |aughing.

. EVAN ( CONT' D) . .
Seriously. Like, full-on projectile
vomt. It was like a firehose!

Evan m nmes violently puking. Samcracks a small smle.

EVAN ( CONT' D)
(t easi ng)
How about you, Case? Was it crappy
your first time, too?
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CASEY _ _
Ckay, gross. | am not dISCUSSInﬁ nmy
sex life with ny brother. Not that

| have one to discuss anyway.

Casey and Evan exchange a brief glance. She |ooks off,
enbarrassed. Samstares into his half-finished tea.

| SAM
Sonetinmes | wish | was nornal.

Beat. Evan places a hand on Sam's shoul der. Sam doesn't
even flinch.

EVAN
Dude. Nobody's nornal.

Casey | ooks at Evan surprised. Sam nods, clutching his teacup

with both hands, like he's afraid if he doesn't, it'll
di sappear forever.

INT. SAM S BEDROOM -- NI GHT

Samis lying on his bed, staring at the ceiling.
SAM (V.Q)
In fourth grade, ny biology teacher,

M. Durocher, he was fat, told us
t hat penguins are simlar to humans...

Doug appears in the doorway. He watches Sam wordl essly.

INT. BAR VITA -- N GHT

El sa and Nick continue to talk, ignoring everyone else in
t he bar.

SAM (V.0)
.. Because once they copul ate, they
stay wth the same partner for life
NI CK
So, what about you? What's your
life like?
ELSA _
Me? |I'm.. nothing. I'mjust a

boring old nom
Ni ck shakes his head, then puts his hand on hers.

NI CK
You are not not hi ng.

El sa can't keep her eyes off his hand on hers.
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ELSA
(not novi ng)
| shoul d go.
NI CK
St ay.
Her eyes neet his. And suddenly it's super charged between
them HOLY SHIT, ARE THEY ABOUT TO Kl SS?! ?!
SAM (V. Q)

But according to the 2010 census,
which is the nost recent data | could
acquire, forty-nine percent of
marriages end in divorce.

And then Elsa pulls her hand away as if she were el ectrocuted.
Comi ng to her senses, she junps up and turns for the door.

She | ooks for sonething to say, sonme way to regain control

of the situation

ELSA
oo A Kou turn the heat up in your
di shwasher, you won't have those
spots on the gl asses.

And she's out. N ck watches her go, anused, intrigued.

EXT. ZOO - PENGU N ENCLOSURE -- THE NEXT DAY
ON SOVE PENGUI NS in an encl osure at the zoo.
SAM (V.Q)

Penguins mate for life. So penguins
aren't |like people. They're better.

Sam and Doug sit on a bench, watching the penguins.

DOUG
They' re funny, the way they waddl e
around. They rem nd me of you kids
when you were... well... Kkids.

Sam doesn't know how to respond to that so he doesn't. An
awkwar d beat. Doug plows forward.

DOUG ( CONT' D) _
Casey told nme what happened. Wth
the girl.

SAM
I wwsh | had a tine machine. | would
o back and never ask her out in the
irst place! |'d never even see
her, I'd just | ook over ny shoul der
at the wal |!
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DOUG
No. Look, I may not know nmuch about
a lot of the stuff you're into, but
girls | know about. And they're
tough. And |'m proud of you for
putting yourself out there. The
truth 1s, nobody knows what they're
doing. W're all just groping our
way through, conpletely blind, trying
to figure it out.

SAM
| should never go on another date.
| should stay away fromgirls!

DOUG
No, hey. You' ve got some stuff to
figure out, sure. But you wll.
You' re a good ?uy, Sam You're
sensitive and tunny and the woman
who ends up with you will be | ucky.
You want to marry your best friend.

SAM

Edi son?!
DOUG

No, not your turtle, Sam
SAM

You said "ny best friend." He's ny
best friend.

El sa enters CARRYI NG POPCORN. She stops, senses the heaviness
of the conversation. Listens.

DOUG
I nmeant find soneone who appreciates
you for what you are. Soneone who
really loves all the odd little things
about you, who gets you

SAM
What about the sex stuff?

DOUG
Don't worry about that for now.

When you find the right person, that
will all sort itself out, okay?

SAM
Ckay.
(beat)
Penguins nmate for life, you know.

DOUG
Yeah? Good for them
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he penguins as Elsa finally approaches.

ELSA

Who wants popcorn?

Sam di gs in,

Doug smiles at his son. Elsa glances at Doug,

guilt tlickering across her face.

INT. JUIA' S CFFICE -- DAY

Sam sits wit

h Julia.
JULI A

So, how are you feeling now? Still
ready to give up on dating?

SAM
don't know. M dad said to find

soneone who appreciates ne for what

am Wiich 1s a weirdo

JULI A
(absently)

Vell, if you're a weirdo, then
don't even know what you'd call sone

of

t he guys |'ve dat ed.

Sam gl ances up at her, intrigued.

SAM

Wiy? What was wong with then?

JULI A
(catches hersel f)

Not hi ng, sorry, that's totally

in
e

appropriate. W' re not here for
, we're here for you

SAM
m here for you

Julia smles.

e
Fu

Sam pauses.
Yo
s
go

Julia | aughs,

JULI A
I'l, that's sweet. But | shouldn't
rden you with ny own dating m shaps.
guess you're just easy to talk to.

You can al nost see the wheel s turning.

SAM _
u're easy to talk to, too. Wich
ooE.I Cuz if you weren't, you'd
r oke!

then gets up to check somet hing on her conputer

screen. As she does, Sam watches her with a new interest.
It's suddenly dawning on him She gets him
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She likes himfor who he is. He knows what he has to do.

SAM (V.Q)
When a mal e gentoo pengui n chooses a
mat e, he nmakes an offering. He finds
a pebble, often taking the tine to
choose the snoot hest one, and presents
it to the fenale.

Sam stands as if about to make a proclamation. Which he is.
SAM (V.Q ) (CONT' D)

I'"'ma human, so it would be weird to
of fer a pebble.

SAM
| decided I want to give you ny brain.

Julia | ooks over, surprised.

JULI A
VWhat ?

SAM
After | die.

JULI A

Real | y?!  Ch, Sam that's so great.
You're going to help so many peopl e.
Thank you so nuch.

He sml es.

' JULI A (CONT' D)
Good smile. Not creepy at all.

SAM
|'ve been practi cing.

She sits back down and they continue their session.
SAM (V.0)
If she places the pebble in her nest,
t hat means she accepts himas a mate.

And as you al ready know, penguins
mate for life.

And we. ..
FADE QUT.
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